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Luke 19:45-46 records that as soon as Jesus
entered the temple, He cast out those who were buying
and selling in it, and said to them, "It is written, "My
temple will be a house of prayer." Jesus cleansed the
temple. His heart was set on God, and the temple was
an honourable place where God's people gathered,
prayed, and worshipped God. Moreover, it was a place
to witness and extend God's blessings. Unfortunately,
the outward splendor of the temple had lost its true inner
spirituality.

2 Chronicles 7:14: "If my people who are called
by my name will humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face..." God calls His people to humility and
repentance, to seek His face in prayer, and this is His
teaching and grace to us. For God promised — "I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land."

Prayer is the starting point for all ministries, and
every ministry cannot be planned and promoted by
mere passion or well-planned effort. The only way to
touch God's heart and receive a vision from the Lord is
to continually seek Him in prayer. It is only through
prayer that we can work together with the Lord and
grasp the Lord's heart for the church and the blueprint
for the ministry that He has entrusted to us.

All these with one accord were devoting
themselves to prayer, together with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brothers. Although
there were only about twenty people at the beginning of
the prayer meeting in the Upper room, the community of
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‘one heart and one mind

Rev Tack Ng &

faith grew to over 120 people and continued to grow
through united prayer. The fruit of prayer not only shook
Jerusalem and all Judea, but even the whole world, and
in this way the gospel spread. "A rope made of three
strands is not easily broken" (Ecclesiastes 4:12), and
it is necessary to experience that unique work of God
when we are united to turn our faces toward Him.

We see in "Constant Prayer" a faith community
that is intensely focused, diligently pondering, and
perseverant, and we see a longing for God among the
disciples of Christ in the early church, as they sought for
the Lord with a sincere and dedicated attitude.
Furthermore, we also must practise praying and looking
to the Lord with one heart and one mind to experience
the vitality of the Christian faith more deeply.

As we enter the year 2025, may God connect us
all and strengthen our hearts and minds! May we
respond to God's invitation! May our united prayers
reach the Lord's throne of grace!

Let us pray with one heart: “Abba Father, who
loves us, help us to love You more deeply, and to love
our neighbour as ourselves, and to be devoted to Your
teachings. May all of us, with one heart and one mind,
seek You in prayer, eagerly experience the Lord Jesus,
humbly wait for Him, and train ourselves to become
prayer warriors pursuing Your heart, watching out for
one another. Build us up to be a prayerful church that
pleases the Lord. May we, in unity, walk in His way,
and spread the gospel. We pray this in the name of the
Lord. Amen!”
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Eunice Lin Chun Hui s

As one of the teachers serving in Children’s Worship
ministry and as a mother, leading worship has been a
rewarding yet exhausting experience. The children, including
my son, push me to live out the Fruit of the Spirit, especially
when they are uncooperative, distracted, or simply not
interested. Their genuine questions on the purpose of singing
on stage or the need for worship and prayer itself challenge
me to learn and speak their lingo in order to make the
centuries-old Christian tradition relatable to them. There are
days when | feel burnt out and frustrated, when nothing
seems to be clicking with the kids, and | question whether I'm
making any impact. On those days, it's hard to see the immediate fruits of labor.

But through the challenges, I'm reminded to have faith and keep my eyes on God. | am learning to
trust that even when | don'’t see immediate results, God is still at work. | am also reminded that it takes a
village to raise a child. | am never alone in this work - the support and collaboration of my fellow co-
workers have been vital. For example, when I had rounds of throat inflammation and lost my voice, they
- stepped up willingly in place of me, reassuring me that it
:"%‘;—-‘ 2 would be ok, and allowed me to recuperate peacefully.
1 | When one of us feels drained, another steps in to offer
- support and encouragement. This shared effort creates a
% - : sense of community that sustains the ministry. It's a
reminder that our work is not just about one person; it's a
collective mission, and we rely on each other.

| urge all parents to encourage their children to come
to church regularly. When parents actively participate in the
life of the church, we set a role model for our children to see
the value of worship, community, and learning about God.

Ultimately, we are building something FRE,
eternal. We are planting seeds - through the s35p
songs we sing, the Bible stories we teach, the NEr
prayers we say, and the interactions we make < R :
- and although the growth may not be visible ;
now, God will surely make things flourish in —=% ) '
His time in ways. . = :
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Let us be part of the village that is
shaping the next generation’s faith! Let us
declare like Joshua, “As for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord!”
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